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(rastropub-steak house combo in Horsham

It's the age of the duopoly, in
which two restaurant concepts
share a building, a liquor license,
management, and many fixed
COSLs,

While chains mostly practice thig
(such as McCormick & Schmick
and William Douglas Steakhouse,
and Blue20 and Chili's, both in
Cherry Hill), an independent team
i5 giving it a whirl across from the
Willow Grove Naval Air Station in
Horsham with the new naBrasa, a
Brazilian steak house, and Iron Ab-
bey, a gastropub. The site (680 N.
Easton Bd.) was Julie's steak house
for many vears.

Daniel DaCosta, Celso Leite, and
Bui Lucas, who knew one another
growing up in Vale de Cambria, Por-
tugal, are behind the project, which
opened last month,

Closer to the road is Iron Abbey
(215-956-0600), which with its stone
walls and exposed ceiling beams
has a medieval look. Eight TVs play
mainly soccer. There are 24 beers
on tap plus 200 in bottle, as well as
barley wines and specialty drinks.
Chef John DaSilva, an alum of Man-
ayunk's Bella Trattoria and Sap-
phire and Center City's former Caf-
fe Monticello, tarns out a moderate-
price, eclectic menu. It's open daily
from 11 a.m. to 2 a.m.

Mext door at naBraza (215-956-
9600), chef Abilio Medeiros, who
grew up in the south of Brazil, over-
sees the rodizio/churrascaira con-
cept, which includes a large salad
bar and has staff patrolling the din-
ing room with meats and poultry on
skewers to serve at the table. Portu-
guese and Spanish wines dominate
the wine list, which includes 18 by

the glass. Dinner is $29.95 on week-
days, £34.95 on weekends, free for
ages 6 and under; the restaurant is
open daily,

What's coming

The Commonwealth is the name of a
long-in-the-works project by Pre-
miere Marketing Group's Justin
Fine and Michael Steinberg and
real estate developer Anthony Sem-
bello at 1320 Chestnut 5t. They're
calling it an intimate, refined cock-
tall and small-plate concept that
will present an “adaptable social en-
vironment” combining “the welcom-
ing nature of a boutique hotel lobby
bar with the classic look and feel of

a grand residence." As such, they
emphasize, it will not be a lounge.
Ryan Margolis, a Starr Restaurant
alum who previeusly owned 707 res-
taurant, is consulting. Fall/winter
opening is expected.

Arill — French for April — is the
name of a 50-seat white-tablecloth
BYOB being planned at 134 Bala
Ave. in Bala Cynwyd by April
Lizante, who spent 10-plus vears as
a reporter, food writer, and editor
at the Philadelphia Daily News, and
her husband, Christian Gatti, Food
will be provinecial southern French
with a little northern Italian, includ-
ing homemade pasta and bread
plus fatbread from a pizza oven.

Appetizers will be in the $8-tp-512

range, with entrees $22 to $32.

They hope to open Aug. 1. Lisante
met Gatti on assignment in 2003 for
a hot-young-chefs feature. His back-
ground includes City Tavern (Con-
cepts by Staib), White Dog Cafe,
and Audrey Claire.

Jolly Weldon is saying late Au-
gust for Jolly's Dueling Plano Bar —
guess the concept — at 2006 Chest-
nut 5t. Weldon says he'll use the
Dueling Pianos — Tony T. (Anthony
Decarolis) and Wildman Joe (Joe
Marchetti) — five nights a week.

Briefly noted

Gilles and Carla Morets Mimosa
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A new duopely: Two adjoining restaurants with different concepts but the same ownership have opened in Horsham. Iron Abbey, left, features an eclectic
gastropub menu and mare than 200 beers. Al the Brazilian steak house naBrasa, right, meats and poultry on skewers and a large salad bar are featured.

in East Goshen closed Sunday after
five years.

The Rittenhouse Square lounge
Strongbox, which opened at 2029
Walnut 5t. in March, is closed for
regular business till Labor Day,
sayvs owner Breit Perloff, who cites
“the annuwal exodus to the shore ...
the current economic state and our
venue becoming more and more
popular for private events."

Conact columnis! Michaal Klain at
215-854-5514 or
milaini@phillynews.com. See maaltime
resstavrant info at
hittpcigro. philly. comyinsidar.



