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na Brasa: beef, beef, beef, beef

{Continsed from page 117 )

impressed at what they are doing
here, especially at this price. You
certainly get your money'’s worth.”

According to John DeMers, edi-
tor and publisher of Texas
Foodlover in Houston, Brazilian
steakhouses like na Brasa “take a
part of the world that most Ameri-
cans don't know much about
the gauscho culture of Brazil and
Arpentinag — and serve it up in a
way that is both exotic and familiar
at the same time.” They have also
succeeded in combining dining
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Owners Daniel DaCosta of Wil-
low Grove and Celso Leite of
Montgomeryville teamed with Rui
Lucas of Fhi.l;drlphm 10 CTEale mint
only na Brasa but abo the lron
Abbey Gastro Pub right next door,
which has a European/English/Bel-
gium décor. For na Brasa, the team
tapped the talent of head chef
Abilio Medeiros, who grew up in
the south of Brazil where the serv-
ing style employed at na Brasa orig-
inated more than 500 years ago,
B |r._!|r:||:. o Lucas :"i1l.\1l..'||-'*|“- has
spent his career in the Brazilian
steakhouse industry and opened
ventures in Porugal and London
before ma WINE Lo the states.

Iron Abbey, with its castle-like
feel and extensive fusion-sryle
menuy, i open from 11 am. to 2
pm. and boasts more than 200 bot-
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wines and specialty drinks.

The gastro pub, a British term
for a pub that specializes in high-
quality food, is a “full-on™ soccer
bar with eight TV screens to simul-
taneously show live English, Scot-
tish, [ltalian, Portuguese and
Spanish matches, pls Fhiladel-
phia sports. When the place is
crowded, it also has a thunderous
din that would make an avalanche
seem quiet. 1 did, however, over-
hear one woman say to a man she
apparently just met, “1 only wanted
a small wedding, 0 we hired a
three-foor-rall minister.” (To make

Mmanda Chinagesa, a lovely young lady
from Brazil, prepares 3 very reasonably
priced %6 Caipirinha, the national
cocknal of Portugal, at tableside. (Pho-
1o by Len Lear)

a memorable impression, she
should have said, “As part of Oba-
ma’s stimulus package, corporate

BLOOMING GARDEM IN WYMNDMOOR: Wyndmoor resident Maria

EXSCulives are now l.lI'II:',.' ,1'|'|nu.'|:._| LiL
play miniature golf.”)

The owners are planning 1o add
outdoor dining by the end of the
summer that would accommodare
32 more for Iron Abbey, which
seats 100 now, and 60 more for no
Brasa. Om the Thursday night we
were there in early July, na Brasa
served about 200 dinners. We were
tobd that reservations were highly
rq,-_'n'|r|1|1'u'|:'|.|1.'-.] (M 't'.t'-'."ln'l.'l‘.-]'\- -tnn|
that on a :‘:.HI;II!'-‘I.I'!.' ||.L|.;||.I: na Brasa
|:|||;||r serve from 400 to 500 din-
ners. [Ma Brasa s open every night
of the week for dinmer, and lron
Abbey is open every day for both
lunch and dinner.

While it would probably cost you
about $15 to 520 to park ar either
Jowntown Brazilian steakhowse, na
Brasa has a huge, free parking lot.

For more mformation, call 215-
256-0600 (na Brasa) or 215-956-
Q600 (Iron Abbey), or wisit
waww, nabraga.com  or  www. fron-

abbiy.com

Hasenecy, owner of Livable Landscapes, shared her blooming garden recently
with a host of other women business swners in an effort to conduct vertcal
marketing with other women in the home industry. From lower left is Diane
Menke, partner in Myers Constructs, bnc : Hasenecr; Sue Rein and Karen Givnish,
interior designers with The Great Room in Blue Bell Top row from lef, Mary
Costello of Wyndmoor, cwner of City Planter, based in Northern Liberties Ali-
son Pottage of Oreland, a cervfied arborist with SavATree's Main Line office: Kate
Cleveland, a Chaestnut Hill-based architect; Carcl Bates of Bates Phatography. Inc.
in M Airy, and Barbara Sherf of Flourtown, of CommunicationsPro, based in
Oireland The event was catered by Drake's Gourmet Foods of Chestnut Hill,



